IV.

THE SECOND  BULGARIAN  EMPIRE.
(1186-1398.)

THE Bulgarian Empire was not re-established with-
out a struggle. The Greeks lost no time in sending
an army against the insurgents, and the temporary
success which they gained led them to believe that
the movement was no more serious than those of
Deljan and Bodin. But the assistance of the great
Servian Prince Nemanja, the Wallachs and the war-
like Kumani, and still more the dissensions of his
enemies enabled John Asen to hold his own. The
Byzantine system was rotten to the core. Com-
manders, instead of attacking the foe, intrigued for
the crown; the Byzantine armies, largely composed
of mercenaries and aliens, were devoid of patriotism
when their pay was in arrear; the masses had lost
their faith in the Church ; the Church had lost touch
with the world. Upon the throne of the Caesars sat
a luxurious and indolent monarch, who proved him-
self such a contemptible opponent that the Bulgarians

sarcastically wished him a long life and reign,    Asen
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